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PROTECTION OF CONSUMERS BY MICROBIAL RISK
MITIGATION THROUGH COMBATING SEGREGATION
OF EXPERTISE — PROMISE PROJECT
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In Europe, concerns about food are moving away from issues of ensuring an
adequate supply and choice of products towards issues of food safety, animal
and plant welfare, labeling and traceability. These changes in emphasis have
been shaped by scientific and technological advances within the food chain on
the one hand, and health or environmental concerns on the other hand.
PROMISE is an EU funded research project with the objective of tackling
common food safety threats and hence protecting the European consumers.
The PROMISE scientific approach focuses on microbiological risks and its
mitigation. Much is known in the EU-27 and candidate countries on classical
routes of transmission of pathogens within food chains. Nevertheless, border
controls (at airports, border checkpoints etc.) seem to be ineffective barriers at
preventing import of food items (potentially containing pathogens) within the
food chains. Risk profiling, as implemented by the PROMISE consortium,
associated with antimicrobial resistance and prevalence of pathogens of
concern, in various foods from different Member States, identify emerging risks
or potential sources of increased risk compared to what is already established
in the literature and addressed by the national food safety authorities. Within
PROMISE project occurrence of certain targeted pathogens in foods were
determined, technical training workshops were organised and researchers
mobility programme was implemented. Additionally all e-learning materials of
the training workshops are presented in PROMISE Academy website.
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